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Democrats and Republicans More ldeologically Divided than in the Past

Distribution of Democrats and Republicans on a 10-item scale of political values

1994

MEDIAN  MEDIAN
Democrat Republican

Consistently Consistently
beral conservative

AT : PEW Research Center

2004

MEDIAN MEDIAN
Democrat Republican

Consistently

Consistently
liberal conservative

2014
MEDIAN MEDIAN
Democrat Republican

Consistently

Consistently
liberal conservative
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Beyond Dislike: Viewing the Other Party as a ‘Threat to the Nation’s Well-Being’

Democratic attitudes about the Republican Party

38% Very
unfavorable

1994 2004 2014
T : PEW Research Center

27%

of Democrats see the
Republican Party as a
threat to the nation’s
well-being

Republican attitudes about the Democratic Party

43% Very
unfavorable

36%

of Republicans see
the Democratic Party
as a threat to the
nation’s well-being

1994 2004 2014
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A Rising Tide of Mutual Antipathy

Democratic aititudes about the Republican Party

100% -

79%
Unfavorable

5T%

1994 2014
T : PEW Research Center

Republican aititudes about the Democratic Party

82%

Unfavorable
68%

1994 2014
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"

Trust in climate scientists is low among Republicans; considerably higher among

liberal Democrats

% of U.S. adults in each group who say the following about climate scientists

Conservative  Mod/lib  Mad/cons  Liberal  U.S.
Climate sclentists.... Republican Demoacrat adults
Should have major rale in policy decisions 48% @ 87%
Climate sclentists understand very well...
Whether climate change Is occurring 180 024031 L 1] 33
Causes of climate change 1@ @19 @28 @5 28
Best ways to address climate change 58011 @23 @36 19
Sclentiflc consensus
Almost all climate scientists agree thathuman 13 @@ 16 @ 29 @55 27
behavior is mostly responsible for climate change
Information on causes of climate change
Climate scientists can be trusted a lot to give full 15 @ @32 ®45 e 39
and accurate Info on causes of dlimate change
Glimate sclentists’ research findings are
Influenced by __ most of the time
Best available scientific evidence 300 @39 @55 32
Goncern for the best interests of the public ® 915 @031 @4 23
Sclentists' desire to advance their careers 160 ©28 @38 ®s7 36
Sclentists' own political leanings 10914 @20 @54 27
Researchers' desire to help their Industries 230Q25 @34 26

25

T T T T T T T T T T 1
0% 10 20 30 40 S0 60 70 80 80 100

i : PEW Research Center
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Wide differences between conservative Republicans and liberal Democrats on likely
effects of climate change and effectiveness of ways to address it
% of U.S. adults in each group who say the following about global elimate change

Gonservative Mod/1ii Mod/cons  Liberal us.

Bellet about climate change Republlcan  Republican Democrat  Demoacrat adults
| | | |

Earth is warming mestly due to human activity 15% @ 3@ @63% @79% 48%
Very likely to occur because of climate change
Harm to wildlife and their habitats 219 1@ @49 [ 3.1 43
More droughts or water shortages 430 @50 ® 69 42
Damage to forests and plant life P=Y ) 20 048 @63 42
Storms become more severe 19e 410 952060 42
Rising sea levels that erace shore lines LY ) 410 @49 (X4 41

Will occur within the next 50 years

Americans will make major changes to their

way of life to address climate change we 1@ 61
New technelogy will selve most problerns 460 5500863 55
frem climate change 81

Can make a big difference to address climate change

Restrictions on power plant carbon emissions 20 52@ 53 76 51
Internatianal agreement to limit carbon emissions 78 20 ®55 @71 49
Tougher fuel efficiency standards for cars 7@ 439 @54 @67 45
Corporate tax incentives EYY 7@ a8 @57 45
More people driving hybrids 238 340 490 @56 41
People reducing their carbon footprints 21@ 41 @42 @52 38

1
o% 10 20 30 40 SO 60 70 80 90 100

: PEW Research Center
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Renewable electricity generation (Reference case)
billion kilowatthours
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U.S. net electricity generation from select fuels
hillion kilowatthours
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Strong political divide over expanding fossil fuels; but
mostly agreement on renewable energies

% of U.S. adults who say they favor expanding each energy source

® Conservative Republican @ Liberal Democrat
@ Mod/lib Republican @ Cons./mod. Democrat
Solar panel farms 33 9 @ 00 97

T5e 0@ 93

Coal mining 11 @ [ ] ] ® 73
Fracking 7 e - ® 0
Offshore drilling %0 @ o ® 75
Nuclear power
i b s
i} 20 40 80 80 100

T : PEW Research Center
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A Trump administration will have the ability to
weaken or do away with many of the policies.

50-

HiF : New York Times 8 December 2016 “How Trump can influence climate change?”
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